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Cayo Guano is at the head of
the Bay of Pigs and southeast of
Havana.

Obviously, the long awalted in-
vasion was aboat to begin. Cuban
radios began d out the
alert order in Morse code:
“Place yourself on a Work
su.ms u:-zenL"
he invasion of Cuba
umeBuanlgs by 1500 u.rmed
opponents of Fidel
Aml 17, 1961 —tWo years ago nexc
sadu— [om

The now known facts indicate
that 1t was s failure from the
outset.

. Assertions of U. S. Betrayal
Bitter survivors af that {ll-

fated expedition, be-
tn:n'l by the Un.lted States, as-

A 'Un!bed States Navy &‘lvmﬁ
the code

’x't-ate was ample, though o Members of Castro's militia in aétion in the Treasure Lagoon zone southeast of Havana an the

used, gunfire support &
among the United Stal

least one frigate and several da-
stroyers—had escorted the in-
vaders’ convoy from Nicaragua to
Cubs.

Unifl the landing crafb actu-
ally started ashore there had
been no final &elecﬂon of a beach-

came from Cuban government sources.—AP Photo.

wm!.ng as it did within & year,
of the U-2 spy plane affalr with
mcSomt.Umon

ust when the invaslon scheme;’

was haiched first is not yet clear,’

‘members of the Alabama thwruﬂ
Guard, all former pilots, of
World War II light. bomber, f.h.e
'B-26, were recruited.

These men were pald $2.250. &

ermit’ month each, plus $200 monthly

head

either.

Began in May, 1960

Jeither the imvaders mission

- objectives had

Dovs detined. Thes ot boped the
United States would stralghten
things out once they got_ashore.
The whole business in-

began
earnest In May, 1960. It set in
motion & irain of events the end
of which is not yet in sight—and
1t was costly.
Itmtbelimo[sln!ﬁwln-
vadérs, not fncluding four Ameri-
can - fiyers who pl!.ol.ed two B-Zﬁ
resulied

chairm:
Chl!fs Of Staff, Gen. Lyman Lem-
nimr Tepol a Senate
comumlittee.

It cost upwerds of $53 milllon
ransom the invasion survivors

o support 200,000 Cuban refuge-1

whose homeland is now closed to

thiem because the invasion falled.
i Intelligence

masl

m e_operation, a consls

erable portion of its reputation

for competence.

Our Image Tamished

And it tarnished the image of
the United States as a Nation of
high moral persuasion ia the con-
duct of international affairs,

io-
Eaﬂsh.. In Guatemala for an in-

And Mr. Casitro was at least]’
partially right, for the o "
tlon had begun I

Msy —
there were some Batista hllaw!n
in the group.

After a serles of diplomatic bll—
miliations _in which the move-
ments of United States Ambassal

ip Bonsal

dor to tmm.
‘Testrict S smu.ll aca of Ha-
Tonn and a3 bus 11 United States
Embassy

emp] ordered
'lum. former President El.sen.[

hower severed relations with Cubs
on January 4, 1961. )

The Ruinors Roll Out . i

Now reports of military actim:
ities began flowing out of. t.m
gossipy refugee colony 1n
with the persistence of trui

These reports—later wnﬁrme(
Zsald mt.l Castro reingces wﬂ'l

Guatemal
troopers u.nd pllots at ﬁw 5000
foot-long alrsh‘l‘u at_Retalhulen}
infantry at Trax, La Finquita an
Garrapatinango. N e
January,

flights, 11

marked planes
nt_night

Ay
they were carrying volunteers tg
‘Guatemals.

‘And it was in January that Ioux

for expenses, so their survivors
Teported.

In sl n.nmmnﬂy. atout 21

to train Cubans.

. Orval Faubus of

disclosed just this year that most

came out of his State’s Alr Na-
tional Gus

The Man Who Hired Pilots

by & man who identified himself
as Alex E. Carlson of the Double
Check Corp., of 1045 Curtis park-
way, Miami Springs, Fla.

Double Chek was formed May
12, 1859, by Mr. Carlson with &
capital of $500 to engage In a

wide of business tles.
After the Invasion Mr. Carlson
said he was simply acting'as an
employment agency for an un-
xdcnlmed Latin - American con-

lWhﬂe the UMM States pllots

ere taking Cuban coun-

Le_rpaﬂ.x n ww, the infantry was

being _trained under the over-all

direction of a man ld.enuﬂud hy
ing

too, men known by the cover
names of “Frank,” “Jimmie” and
arles.”

From May, 1960, to November,
the anti-Castro Cubsns were glven
guk-ﬂh training. In  No-

training was shifted
m strﬂ!xl"l World. ‘War II infantry

Rcﬂa 2 B Q 4@1"!!?@% D.:;EQE 85 Umﬁd imex ﬁnw m w{:ﬁ:’;

marily 8s s guerilla reinforce-
ment. Mr. Eisenhown sald -that

when he left ofﬁee January 20,
“the

Castro Knew It: Was Coming

This fact goes to the heart of
the mision, What the  Invaders
were supposed to and

how.
Guerillas would need neither
alr cover nor tanks, trzcks nor
Jeeps. Regular trbops for & m.nrl-
up.battle with Mr Castro we

riod, Mr. C:
trumpeting
pending invasion. Mr.

pe—
radios were
of an im-

had motion plctures of the Tefu- -

gees in -
By now it was April, 1961, and

©On_April 2, bambs exploded in
the Cuban Army’s magazine pub-
Ishing plant and in a gav-
gnmnwwnmwtwrmkpm

sugar

April - 7:. R
dona, head of the Cuban
lutionary Counell In Miami, pre-
& Cuban

dicted uprising.
Avrll 38: Alarge water main was
blown up ahd sectioris of Havana
ours.

5

tro cbrupl
chmped 2. radlo, blackout on sll

seare talk.

Aprn 12: A bomb exploded in
the mw.m railway statlon, in-
Juring no

April 13v Fire destroyed a
per warehouse and. a deparr.mmt

store. B
Amﬂ 13: Mr. Castro Concen-
rated 45,000 heavily armed troops

certa v o
whcn and m in sl the sabo-

day of the Bay of Pigs invasion. The photograph

- Radio Silent on Invasion

tage operations none was directed

towsrd military objectives—roads,

bridges, fuel lnd ammunition
dumps, n.'h'ﬂ or

equipment
On AD 1 15, three rocket-firing
B-26s struck at three c‘ubm alr
bﬂs!s twﬂ ]ust outside Havans
st Santlago de

The planes.were fo have
knocked out ' Castro’s air force,
of United States-made
T-33 et tralners, British Seafuries
and B-26 bombers.
They failed, but there Was no
wup air strike on April 16—

Jec
young lava's sbmﬂd behave,

From nme to ﬂme however, I.he
Programs we by ur-
gent orders !ur sﬂ miifila to re-
port to their duty stations. -

‘Throughout April 18 Havana

ported on April 19 that Cuba had
been attacked Dy planes and
p-carrying

ships.
Lntc that same day, Havana Ra-

‘dlo sald Mr. Castro had reported

an invasion attempt anl was now
mopping up survivors.. This-was
followed, by the grim announce-
ment. that two Americans and
seven Cubans had been executed

crushed. Meanwhile, a drag-
mt was out for anyone suspected
of harboring the slizhust anti-

-on

“Two Snnll Boats

“Aboard the transports
|mmﬂbmhmﬂuaxwﬁh

con’
“Seven landing craft were pres-

ent for' the Invasion—three LCU's

(anding c.mft uﬁuty) and four

LCVPs

pemnneh. Ako 30 outboard m:—

tor communi

Iaunches,
aboard. each un::rm ship. Alm

"+ five tanks.

“The landing craft with the
tanks aboard were escoried to &

Guano.
<called our convoy point, an Ameri-
can was visible in {he
tower light.

“Why that spot In front of the
tower was selected for the cruiser,
I don’t know. Nor do I know
why the general site wes selected
for the'invasion.

“It was not untll sbout four In

Enemy} Prepared

“But by the time the small
landing beach was decided upon,
the enemy had time to xe‘ l'de

Betwéen our planes and Fidel’s.
“Thin Seafuries hit the wooden

hﬂdg* f the Rio Escondido. Our
sh!pb!ewunmdsmkmﬁve

minutes . . . we swam to the
Bl

pﬂl 18 we x‘eeelved a ra-
diosn\-n from tl erican alr-
craft ‘tarrier Sanﬂnsn '.elllnz us
that st 2:30 pm. that day we
would! get air support from six
P-51 planes (World War II fight-

ers)....
“At:2:30 we saw iwo planes
cross,/ A minute later two others
ately
Te-
turned . . . the others followed.
“Prom that moment we knew
the war was lost for us and that

wehndbeenthzﬂnﬂmsorn

“We bad 18 plnn(_. It '.ook

Paratroopers Take Airstrip
“On April 19 when the Cuben
pllots were played out, four Amer-
icans stepped In to relleve some
of them. Amerieans in two
B-zs: were the ones from Ala.:
were shot down, They

were Killed.”

¥ Tor the paratroopers, there
were 185 of them, Mr. Darias sald,
and they capiured the Bay of Pigs
nrﬂ:-lu, but couldn’t bold it be-
cause of strafing from Mr. Cas-

General Robert F. Kenneds,
brother to the President, sald i
a magazine jew this year
that at no time had the United
States ever promised military air.

The ny work {s “military,” that
pilots in United

air cover. Not officially. Blt Ib
as well have been ‘official.
w the United States

Straight-Ahead Attack

‘The Invading  iroops
landed on Giron Beach, whlch is

Mr. Castro’s
45,000 men..

By the moming of the 19th,
the men were giving up the hope-
less ﬂxhﬁ. They ‘were out of am-
and Mr. Castro’s phn&s

was that. It was 2 total
disaster. .

On April 24, White House Press
secretary  Pierre er  read
Washington newsten 'a_state-
men, in which President Eennedy
accept

full responsibility
wr the everts of the past few’

- On June 28, 1961, Mr Kennzd:
told & news conferel

oonﬂdeﬂmz changes ]n Lhe mm-

setup. Some revislons

‘were ]xwr made though how ex-

tensive they were s unkno

Sine

T
has _retired:
tor; Alr Force

leputy T, 81

T 3
Bissell, jr, deputy_dlrector for

PIETS.

It was & gradual proeess g:rxﬂead

Ovér & _year. "There n

That_their aeamm md Bny-
ing [ ic Ba)

igs

[fsaster,

unNday STﬂé,
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